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FLORA

The following list of plants is based on voucher specimens collected
on Wild Indigo SNA in 1981. These specimens are on permanent
deposit in the herbarium of the University of Minnesota in st. Paul.
The list represents a comprehensive sample of the species occurring
on the SNA at the time of the survey. It is likely, however, that
additional species will be found on the SNA in the future. Species
on the list that are believed to be non-native are marked with an
asterisk.

Four species occur on the SNA which are significant statewide
because of their rarity. They are Parthenium integrifolium, Asclepias
sullivantii, Cacalia tuberosa, and Valeriana edulis ssp ciliata. The
Parthenium, Asclepias and Valeriana are frequent in mesic prairie
habitats throughout the SNA. The Cacalia occurs in the same habitat
type throughout the SNA but is less common, and is best described
as "infrequent." A status sheet on each of these four species is
included in Appendix

Two species of special concern in Minnesota also occur in this
SNA. They are Baptisia leucantha and Eryngium yuccifolium.

Platanthera leucophaea is a rare prairie species of state and national
significance which may occur on the SNA. It was not found during
the 1981 inventory but it could have been overlooked.



PLANT SPECIES LIST

Aceraceae

Acer negundo L. Box Elder
Acer saccharum Marsh Sugar Maple

Arnaranthaceae

Amaranthus albus L. Tumbleweed
*Amaranthus powellii S. Wats. Powell's Amaranth
*Amaranthus retroflexus L. Green Amaranth
Amaranthus tamariscinus Nutt. A species of Amaranth
Amaranthus tuberculatus (moq.) Sauer A species of Amaranth

Amaryllidaceae

Hypoxis hirsuta (L.) Coville Stargrass

Anacardiaceae

Rhus glabra L. Smooth Sumac
Rhus radicans L. Poison Ivy

Apiaceae

Cicuta maculata L. Spotted Cowbane
Erynguim yuccifolium Michx. Rattlesnake-master
Oxypolis rigidior (L.) C.&R. Cowbane

*Pastinaca sativa L. Wild Parsnip
Sanicula marilandica L. Maryland Black Snakeroot
Zizia aptera (Gray) Fern. No common name
Zizia aurea (L.) W.D.J. Koch Golden Alexander

Apocynaceae

Apocynum androsaemifolium L. Spreading Dogbane
Apocynum sibiri cum Jacq. Siberian Dogbane

Asclepiadaceae

Asclepias incarnata L. Swamp Milkweed
Asclepias ovalifolia Dcne. Oval-leaved Milkweed
Asclepias sullivantii Englem. Prairie Milkweed
Asclepias syriaca L. Common Milkweed

Asteraceae

Achillea lanulosa Nutt. Woolly Yarrow
Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. var. elatior (L.) Descoutils Common Ragweed
Ambrosia trifida L. Great Ragweed
Artemisia ludoviciana Nutt. Western Mugwort
Artemisia serrata Nutt. A species of Wormwood
Aster drummondi Lindl. D\ummond's Aster
Aster ericoides L. A species of Aster
Aster laevis L. Smooth Aster
Aster novae-angliae L. New England Aster
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Asteraceae - continued -

Aster sericeus Vent. Silky Aster
Aster simplex Willd. A species of Aster
Aster umbellatus Mill. A species of Aster
Bidens cernua L. Stick-tight
Bidens frondosa L. Beggar-ticks
Cacalia tuberosa Nutt. Indian Plantain

*Cirsium arvense (L.) Scop. Canada Thistle
Cirsium discolor (Muhl.) Spreng. A species of Thistle
Conyza canadensis (L.) Cronq. Horse-weed
Coreopsis palmata Nutt. A species of Tickseed
Erigeron annuus (L.) Pers. Daisy-fleabane
Erigeron philadelphicus L. Philadelphia Fleabane
Erigeron strigosus Muhl. A species of Fleabane
Helenium autumnale L. Autumn Sneezeweed
Helianthemum bicknellii Fern. Frost-flower
Helianthus grosseserratus martens A species of Sunflower
Helianthus rigidus (Cass.) Desf. Prairie-sunflower
Helianthus tuberosus L. Jerusalem Artichoke
Heliopsis helianthoides (L.) Sweet Ox-eye
Hieracium canadensis Michx. Canadian Hawkweed
Krigia biflora (Walt.) Blake A species of Dwarf Dandelion
Lactuca canadensis L. Canadian Lettuce

*Lactuca scariola L. Prickly Lettuce
Liatris aspera Michx. Harsh Blazing-star
Liatris ligulistylis (Nels.) K. Schum. A species of Blazing-star
Liatris pycnostachya Michx. A species of Blazing-star

*Matricaria matricarioides (Less.) Porter Pineapple-weed
Parthenium integrifolium L. Wild-guinine
Prenanthes alba L. White Rattlesnake-root
Prenanthes racemosa Michx. A species of Rattlesnake-root
Ratibida pinnata (Vent.) Barnh. A species of Prairie-coneflower
Rudbeckia laciniata L. A species of Coneflower

*Rudbeckia serotina Nutt. Black-eyed Susan
Senecio pseudaureus Rydb. yare semicordatus (Mack. &Bush) Barkley

A species of Groundsel
Silphium laciniatum L. Compass-plant
Solidago canadensis L. yare gilvocanescens Rydb. Canada Goldenrod
Solidago gigantea Ait. yare leiophylla Fern. Giant Goldenrod
Solidago graminifolia (L.) Salisb. Grass-leaved Goldenrod
Solidago nemoralis Ait. Gray Goldenrod
Solidago riddellii Frank Ridell's Goldenrod
Solidago rigida L. Stiff-leaved Goldenrod

*Taraxacum officinale Weber Dandelion
*Tragopogon major Jacq. A species of Goat~s-beard

Vernonia fasciculata Michx. Ironweed
Xanthium italicum Moretti A species of Cocklebur

Berberidaceae

Podophyllum peltatum L. May-apple

Betulaceae

Corylus americana Walt. American Hazel
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Brassicacea

*Barbarea vulgaris R. Br. Common Winter-Cress
*Berteroa ;ncana (L.) DC Hoary Alyssum
*Brassica kaber (DC) L.C. Wheeler Charlock
Descurainia pinnata (Walt.) Britt. yare brachycarpa (Richards.) Fern.

A species of Tansy-Mustard
*Lepidium densiflorum Schrad. A species of Pepperwort
Rorippa islandica (Oeder) Borbas yare hispida (DeSY.) Butt. &Abbe A

species of Yellow Cress
*Thlaspi arvense L. Field-Penny-Cress

Campanulaceae

Campanula aparinoides Pursh Marsh Bellflower
Lobelia spicata Lam. Pale-spike lobelia

Caprifoliaceae

*~onicera tatarica L. Tartarian Honeysuckle
Sambucus canadensis L. Common Elder

Caryophyllaceae

Arenaria lateriflora L. Grove-Sandwort
Silene antirrhina L. Sleepy Catchfly
Silene stellata (L.) Ait. f. Starry Campion
Stellaria longifolia Muhl. Long-leaved Chickweed

Chenopodiaceae

*Chenopodium album L. Lamb's-quarters
*Kochia scoparia (L.) Roth Summer-cypress
*Salsola pestifer Nels. Russian Thistle

Commelinaceae

Tradescantia bracteata Small A species of Spiderwort

Convalvulaceae
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*Convolvulus arvensis L.
Convolvulus sepium L.

Cornaceae

Field-Bindweed
Hedge-Bindweed

Cornus racemosa Lam. Gray Dogweed

Crassulaceae

Penthorum sedoides L. Ditch-Stonecrop

Cucurbitaceae

Echinocystis lobata (Michx.) T.&G. Wild Cucumber



Cyperaceae

Carex alopecoidea Tuckerm. A species of Sedge
Carex bicknellii Britt. A species of Sedge
Carex buxbaumii Wahlenb. A species of Sedge
Carex cristatella Britt. A species of Sedge
Carex gravida Bailey A species of Sedge
Carex haydenii Dew. A species of Sedge
Carex lanuginosa Michx. A species of Sedge
Carex molesta Mackenz. A species of Sedge
Carex sartwellii Dew. A species of Sedge
Carex tenera Dew. A species of Sedge
Carex tetanica Schkuhr. A species of Sedge
Carex vulpinoidea Michx. A species of Sedge
Cyperus inflexus Muhl. A species of Umbrella-Sedge
Cyperus schweinitzii Torr. A species of Umbrella-Sedge
Cyperus strigosus L. A species of Umbrella-Sedge
Eleocharis compressa Sulliv. A species of Spike-Rush
Eleocharis obtusa (Willd.) Schultes. A species of Spike-Rush
Luzula multiflora (Retz.) Lejeune A species of Woodrush
Scirpus atrovirens (Willd.) A species of Bulrush
Scirpus cyperinus (L.) Kunth A species of Bulrush

Equisetaceae

Equisetum arvense L. Field-Horsetail
Equisetum laevigatum A. Br. A species of Horsetail

Euphorbiaceae
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Euphorbia supina Raf.
Euphorbia maculata L.

Fabaceae

Milk-purslane
Eyebane

Amorpha canescens Pursh Leadplant
Amorpha nana Nutt. Fragrant False Indigo
Amphicarpa bracteata (L.) Fern. Hog-Peanut
Astragalus canadensis L. Canadian Milk-Vetch
Baptisia leucantha T.&G. White false Indigo
Baptisia leucophaea Nutt. A species of False Indigo
Desmodium canadense (L.) D.C. Canadian Tick-trefoil
Lathyrus venosus Muhl. var. intonsus Butt. &St. John Vetchling
Lespedeza capitata Michx. Round-headed Bush-Clover
Lithospermum canescens (Michx.) Lehm. Hoary Puccoon

*Lotus corniculatus L. Birdsfoot-trefoil
*Medicago lupulina L. Black Medick
*Melilotus alba Desr. White Sweet Clover
~Melilotus officinalis (L.) Lam. Yellow-Sweet Clover

Petalostemum purpureum (Vent.) Rydb. Purple Prairie-Clover
Psoralea argophyila Pursh Silver-leaved Scurf-pea

*Triflorum hybridum L. Alsike Clover
*Triflorum procumbens L. Low Hop-Clover
Vicia americana Muhl. American Vetch



Fagaceae

Quercus ellipsoidalis E.J. Hill Jack Oak
Quercus macrocarpa Michx. Burr Oak

Gentianaceae

Gentiana alba Muhl. Yellowish Gentian
Gentiana andrewsii Griseb. Closed Gentian
Gentiana quinquefolia L. Stiff Gentian

Geraniaceae

Geranium maculatum L. Wild Geranium

Hydrophyllaceae

Ellisia nyctelea L. No common name

Hypericaceae

Hypericum majus (Gray) Britt. A species of St. John's-wort
*Hypericum perforatum L. Common St. John's-wort

Hypericum pyramidatum Ait. Great St. John's-wort

Iridaceae

Iris virglnlca L. var. shrevei (Small) E. Anders. Blue Flag
Sisyrinchium campestre Sickn. A species of Blue-eyed Grass

Juncaceoe
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Juncus dudleyi Wieg.
Juncus interior Wieg.
Juncus tenuis Willd.

Liliaceae

Dudley's Rush
Inland Rush

Slender Rush

*Asparagus officinalis L. Asparagus
Lilium michiganense Farw. Michigan Lily
Lilium philadelphicum L. Wood-Lily
Polygonatum canaliculatum (Muhl.) Pursh Solomon's-seal
Smilacina stellata (L.) Desf. False Solomon's-seal
Zigadenus elegans Pursh White Camass

Lamiaceae

Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot
*Nepeta cataria L. Catnip
Prunella vulgaris L. var. lanceolata (Bart.) Fern Selfheal
Pycnanthemum virginianum Durand &Jackson A species of Mountain-Mint
Stachys palustris L. Woundwort

Lythraceae

Lythrum alatum Pursh Winged Loosestrife



Nyctoginaceae

Mirabilis nyctaginea (Michx.) MacM. A species of Four-O'clock

Oleaceae

Fraxinus pensylvanica Marsh var. subintegerrima (Vahl.) Fern. Green ash

Orchidaceae

Cypripedium candidum Muhl. White Laqy's-slipper

Oxalidaceae

Oxalis violaceaL. Violet Wood-Sorrel
Oxalis stricta L. A species of Wood-Sorrel

Plantaginaceae

Plantago rugelii Dcne. Rugel's Plantain

Poaceae

Agropyron repens (L.) Beauv. Quack-grass
Agrostis alba L. Red top
Andropogon gerard; Vitman Big Bluestem
Andropogon scoparius Michx. Little Bluestem
Bromus inermis Leyss. Hungarian Brome-Grass
Calamogrostis canadensis (Michx.) Nutt. Blue-joint
Cenchrus longispinus (Hack.) Fern. Long-spined Sandbur

*Digitaria ischaemum (Schreb.) Muhl. Small Crab-Grass
*Echinochloa crusgalli (L.) Beauv. Barnyard-Grass

Echinochloa muricata (Michx.) Fern. No common name
Elymus canadensis L. Canadian Wild Rye
Eragrostis hypnoides (Lam.) BSP. A species of Love-Grass
Eragrostis pectinacea (Michx.) Nees. A species of Love-Grass

*Eriochloa villosa (Thunb.) Kunth. Wooly cup-grass
Hierochloe odorata (L.) Beauv. Vanilla Grass
Hordeum jubatum L. Squirrel-tail Grass
Muhlenbergia glomerata (Willd.) Trin. No common name
Muhlenbergia mexicana (L.) Trin. fambigna (Torr.) Fern. No common name
Muhlenbergia racemosa (Michx.) BSP. No common name
Panicum cap1llare L. Old-witch Grass
Panicum dichotomiflorum Michx. A species of Panic-Grass
Panicum lanuginosum Ell •. A species of Panic-Grass
Panicum leibergii (Vasey) Scribn. A species of Panic-Grass
Panicum virgatum L. Switchgrass
Panicum xanthophysum Gray A species of Panic-Grass
Phalaris arundinacea L. Reed-Canary-Grass
Phleum pratense L. Timothy
Poa palustris L. Fowl-meadow Grass·
Poa pratensis L. Bluegrass

*Setaria glauca (L.) Beauv. Foxtail
Sorghastrum nutans (L.) Nash Indian Grass
Spartina pectinata Link Cord-Grass
Sporobolus heterolepis Gray Northern Drop-seed
Stipa spartea trine Porcupine-Grass
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Polemoniaceae

Phlox maculata L. Wild Sweet William
Phlox pilosa L. yare fulgida Wherry Prairie Phlox

Polygalaceae

Polygala sanguinea L. Red Milkwort
Polygala senega L. Seneca-Snakeroot

Polygonaceae

*Polygonum aviculare L. Knotweed
Polygonum coccineum Muhl. Scarlet Smartweed
Polygonum convolvulus L. Black Bindweed
Polygonum hydropiper L. Common Smartweed
Polygonum lapathifolium L. Dock-leaved Smartweed
Polygonum pensylvanicum L. Pinkweed
Rumex crispus L. Yellow Dock
Rumex mexicanus Meisn. Mexican Dock

Polypodiaceae

Athyrium filix-femina (L.) Roth Lady Fern
Onoclea sensibilis L. Sensitive Fern

Primulaceae

Lysimachia ciliata L. A species of Loosestrife
Lysimachia quadriflora Sims. Four-flowered Loosestrife

Ranunculaceae

Anemone cylindrica Gray Thimbleweed
Delphinium virescens Nutt. Larkspur
Ranunculus septentrionalis Poir. Swamp-Buttercup
Thalictrum dasycarp~m Fisch. &Lall. Purple Meadow-Rue

Rhamnaceae

*Rhamnus cathartica L. Buckthorn

Rosaceae

Fragaria vesca var. americana Woodland Strawberry
Fragaria virginiana Duchesne Virginia Strawberry
Geum aleppicum Jacq. var. strictum (Ait.) Fern. A species of Avens
Geum laciniatum Murr. var. tricocarpum Fern. A species of Avens
Geum triflorum Pursh Prairie Smoke
Potentilla arguta Pursh A species of Cinquefoil
Potentilla simplex Michx. Old-field Cinquefoil
Prunus virginiana L. Choke-Cherry
Rosa arkansana Porter A species of Rose
Rosa blanda Ait. A species of Rose
Rubus allegheniensis Porter A Species of Blackberry
Rubus idaeus L. var. strigosus (Michx.) Maxim. A Species of Blackberry
Rubus occidentalis L. A species of Blackberry
Spiraea alba Du Roi Meadow-sweet
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Rubiaceae

Galium aparine L. Cleavers
Galium boreale L. Northern Bedstraw

Salicaceae

Populus deltoides Michx. Cottonwood
Populus tremuloides Michx. Aspen
Salix bebbiana Sarge Long-beaked willow
Salix gracilis Anderss. Slender Willow
Salix rigida Muhl. Stiff Willow

Santalaceae

Comandra richardsiana Fern. Toadflax

Saxi fragaceae

Heuchera richardsonii R. Br. var. hispidior Rosend., Butt. &Lak. Alumroot
Ribes americana Mill. Wild Black Current
Ribes missouriense Nutt. Missouri Gooseberry
Saxifraga pensylvanica Swamp Saxifrage

Scrophulariaceae

*Chaenorrhinum minus (L.) Lange Dwarf Snapdragon
Gerardia tenuifolia Vahle ·Slender-leaved Gerardia
Gratiola neglecta torr. Hedge-hyssop
Pedicularis canadensis L. Common Lousewort
Pedicularis lanceolata Michx. Lance-leaved Lousewort
Scrophularia lanceolata Pursh. Figwort

*Verbascum thapsus L. Common Mullein
Veronicastrum virginicum (L.) Farv. Culver's-root

Solanoceae

Physalis virglnlana Mill. Ground-Cherry
Solanum americanum Mill. American Nightshade

Typhaceae

Typha latifolia L. Cat-tail

Ulmaceae

Ulmus americana L. American Elm
*Ulmus pumila L. Dwarf Elm

Urticaceae

Urtica dioica L. ssp. gracilis (Ait.) Selander Stinging Nettle

Valerianaceae

Valeriana edulis nutt. ssp. ciliata (T.&G.) F.G. Hey. Valerian



Verbenaceae

Verbena hastata L. Vervain

Violaceae

Viola petatifida G. Don Birds'-foot Violet
Viola sororia Willd. Wood Violet
Viola sag;ttata Ait. Arrow-leaved Violet

Vitaceae

Parthenocissus inserta (Kerner) K. Fritsch. Woodbine
Vitis riparia Michx. River Grape
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ADDITIONAL INVENTORY NEEDS

No systematic inventory of Wild Indigo's faunal groups has been
conducted. This information is important for making sound manage
ment decisions. On other SNAs birds, mammals, butterflies, reptiles
and amphibians are surveyed during the inventory of the site.
Some type of stratified inventory of the fauna at Wild Indigo is
necessary. Highest priority should be given to those species or
groups of species that are most dependent on this piece of habitat
or those species that require special management considerations.

The narrowness of the habitat, and relatively large proportion of
edge accentuates influences of surrounding land use on the SNA's
animal community. Small mammals and insects are most likely to
sustain viable populations within the habitat encompassed by the
SNA. Some insect species are host specific and may be dependent
on a native plant species that occurs only on the natural area.
The capacity to incorporate species restricted to the SNA into a
management strategy is greater than incorporating those species
whose population dynamics are influenced primarily by circumstances
occurring outside the SNA.
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SPECIES STATUS SHEET

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Asclepias sullivantii Engelm.

FAMILY: Asclepiadaceae

COMMON NAME: Prairie Milkweed

STATE STATUS: Threatened

FEDERAL STATUS: None

BASIS FOR MINNESOTA STATUS: The original range of this species coincided
with that of the tall grass prairie. This range now serves as
the major corn producing region of the country and very little of the
native prairie remains. In Minnesota, most of the surviving plants occur
in prairie remnants on railroad right-of-ways. These right-of-ways are
rapidly being abandoned and are invariably sold to adjacent landowners
who incorporate them into farms for crop production. If this process
continues at it present rate, most of the extant populations will be
eliminated within the decade. The anomalous collection from Cass County
is dated 1890 and has never been verified.

PREFERRED HABITAT IN MINNESOTA: This species is entirely restricted to
native tall grass mesic prairies and shows little ability to survive
in degraded habitats. It frequently occurs with other rare prairie
species such as Cacalia tuberosa and Parthenium integrifolium.

RECOMMENDATIONS: The only way to preserve this species in its native habitat
in Minnesota may be to acquire remnant prairies occurring on railroad
right-of-ways and manage them for the perpetuation of the native plant
community.

SELECTED REFERENCES:
Woodson, R. E. 1954. The North American species of Asclepias.

Ann. Mo. Bot. Gard. 41:1-211.

PREPARED BY: Welby Smith, Botanist, Natural Heritage Program
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STATUS SHEET

ELEMENT NAME: Baptisia leucophaea Nutt.; (no common name)

FEDERAL STATUS: None

STATE STATUS: None

NATURAL HERITAGE
PROGRAM STATUS: Rare

BASIS FOR STATUS
CLASSIFICATION: Because of the destruction of native pralrles, this

species has suffered a drastic decline in population. It
is currently limited to prairie remnants and various
marginal habitats in the southeast corner of the state.

PREFERRED HABITAT: It is believed that this species originally preferred
mesic prairies. its present occurrenc~ is goat prairies
and sand dunes probably represents the last refuge of a
species nearby extirpated from its preferred habitat by
the advance of agriculture

DISTRIBUTION: See map

OCCURRENCES IN
MINNESOTA: This species is known by historical records to have

occurred in Mower, Washington, Dodge, Houston, Winona and
Wabasha counties. Many of the recent records have come
from prairie remnants on railroad right-of-ways

# OF OCCURENCES
IN MANAGED AREAS: This species is not known to occur in any managed area.

POTENTIAL THREATS
TO SPECIES: Perhaps the greatest immediate threat to the survival of

this species is the abandonment of railroads in southern
Minnesota. Soon after abandonment, the prairie
right-of-way is usually converted to agricultural use.
Threats to the populations in sand prairies and goat
prairies are less well defined.

REFERENCES: Larisey, M. M. 1940. A Monograph of the genus Baptisia.
An. Miss. Bot. Gard. 27(2); 119-224.

Fox, W. B. 1940. The Leguninosae in Iowa. Am. Midl.
Nat. 34(1); 207-230.



LOCATION IN
STUDY AREA:

EVALUATION:

This species was first collected in Wabasha County in
1883, but the exact location is unknown. A more recent
record documents the occurrence of the species near the
southwest boundary of the study area in section 18
(Morley, 1961). Another site is known about 1/2 mile
north of the study area (Dana, 1975) and 1/4 mile
southeast (Smith, 1979).

The discovery of this species on a managed area is a high
priority and it should be searched for within the study
area.



SPECIES STATUS SHEET

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Cacalia tuberosa Nutt.~ plantaginea (Raf.) Shinners]

FAMILY: Asteraceae

COMMON NAME: Tuberous Indian-plantain

STATE STATUS: Threatened

FEDERAL STATUS: None

BASIS FOR ~INNESOTA STATUS: Unlike the previous species, C. tuberosa was
not formerly rare in Minnesota, but the nearly total destruction of its
prairie habitat has reduced its populations to a few'remnant colonies.
All of these remnants are small and only one is currently protected.
Most occur on railroad right-of-ways which are rapidly being abandoned and
sold to adjacent landowners who invariably convert them to cropland.

PREFERRED HABITAT IN MINNESOTA: This species is restricted to mesic prairies
in southeast Minnesota. It frequently occurs with other rare prairie
species such as Asclepias sullivantii and Parthenium integrifolium.

RECOMt1ENDATIONS: The only way to preserve this species in its native
habitat in Minnesota may be to acquire remnant prairies occurring on
railroad right-of-ways and manage them for the perpetuation of the
native plant community.

PREPARED BY: Welby Smith, Botanist, Natural Heritage Program
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SPECIES STATUS SHEET

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Valeriana edulis Nutt. ssp ciliata (T. &G.) Meyer
IValeriana ciliata T. &G.]

FAMILY: Valerianaceae

COMMON NAME: Valerian

STATE STATUS: Threatened

FEDERAL STATUS: None

BASIS FOR MINNESOTA STATUS: Although this species was not formerly
rare in Minnesota, the nearly total destruction of prairie and
fen habitats has reduced its populations to a few isolated colonies.
Most of the recent collections are from remnant prairie strips
on railroad right-of-ways. These right-of-ways are rapidly
being sold by the railroad companies, and are invariably bought
by adjacent landowners for conversion to crop land. Two populations
occurring in calcareous fens in the Minnesota Valley have recently
been destroyed by road construction and commercial development.
Populations of Valerian are currently protected at Wild Indigo,
Queen's Bluff and Black Dog Fen Scientific and Natural Areas.
The typical subspecies occurs in western United States.

PREFERRED HABITAT IN MINNESOTA: This species occurs in three distinct
habitats in Minnesota: deep soil mesic prairies, calcareous fens
and limestone bluffs. It seems, however, to be most widely occurring
on prairies where it may be found with other rare species such as
Parthenium integrifolium, Cacalia tuberosa and Asclepias sullivantii.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Attempts should be made to protect prairie habitats on
right-of-ways from being converted to agricultural land.

SELECTED REFERENCES:
Meyer, F. G. 1951. Vpleriana in North America and the West Indies

(Valerianacene). Ann. Mo. Bot. Gard. 38(4):377-503.

PREPARED BY: Welby Smith, Botanist, Natural Heritage Program
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SPECIES STATUS SHEET

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Valeriana edulis Nutt. ssp ciliata (T. &G.) Meyer
IValeriana ciliata T. &G.]

FAMILY: Valerianaceae

COMMON NAME: Valerian

STATE STATUS: Threatened

FEDERAL STATUS: None

BASIS FOR MINNESOTA STATUS: Although this species was not formerly
rare in Minnesota, the nearly total destruction of prairie and
fen habitats has reduced its populations to a few isolated colonies.
Most of the recent collections are from remnant prairie strips
on railroad right-of-ways. These right-of-ways are rapidly
being sold by the railroad companies, and are invariably bought
by adjacent landowners for conversion to crop land. Two populations
occurring in calcareous fens in the Minnesota Valley have recently
been destroyed by road construction and commercial development.
Populations of Valerian are currently protected at Wild Indigo,
Queen's Bluff and Black Dog Fen Scientific and Natural Areas.
The typical subspecies occurs in western United States.

PREFERRED HABITAT IN MINNESOTA: This species occurs in three distinct
habitats in Minnesota: deep soil mesic prairies, calcareous fens
and limestone bluffs. It seems, however, to be most widely occurring
on prairies where it may be found with other rare species such as
Parthenium integrifolium, Cacalia tuberosa and Asclepias sullivantii.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Attempts should be made to protect prairie habitats on
right-of-ways from being converted to agricultural land.
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